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MEET THE STAFF
Co-Directors

Michael & Barbara Baxter
We are honoured to
act as Co-directors of
the Learning Centre for
Hamilton.
We both come from an
education background.
Michael, from Ottawa
Ontario taught high
school English and History for 32 years in
Saskatchewan.
Barbara,
from
Theodore,
Saskatchewan taught in elementary and high
school settings specializing in Diversified
Education for 31 years in Saskatchewan.
As present tutors, we
Gillingham Program and
reading/spelling skills it
Their confidence and
increase weekly.

Volunteers are always needed at the Dyslexia
Centre:
Teachers

•

Office Assistance

•

Answering Phones / Greeting Visitors

•

Special Projects

If you have a half day a week that you can
volunteer please call 905-228-1236.

believe in the Ortonthe positive growth of
provides for students.
self-esteem noticeably

We are currently in need of a volunteer or
volunteers to create and maintain an email
catalogue of the people and groups that receive
information from the Learning Centre.

Can you help???

We look forward to continuing our work with
current tutors, volunteers and families. We are
pleased to see the current growth the Center
is experiencing and will help with continued
growth with the direction and support of the
Masons and tutor trainer Meredith Hutchings.
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•

•
•
•

Orton–Gillingham is a well-regarded
approach to teaching kids who struggle
with reading.
Orton–Gillingham’s step-by-step
approach is based on how children learn
language.
Students must master one reading skill
before moving on to the next.

Phone: 905-228-1236

Website: www.dyslexiacentrehamilton.com
Email: office@dyslexiacentrehamilton.com

SUPPORTERS’ CORNER
The Love of Learning Centre is blessed to have a
number of individuals, groups, Lodges and Eastern Star Chapters that support the Centre financially. You are urged to
support the events and take part in the
festivities.

SWEET TREATS FOR THE STUDENTS

Participation in fun events = income for the Love of Learning Centre.

At the Learning Centre we like
to give sweet treats at the end of
their lessons to the kids who
work very hard.

Please mark the events below on your calendar and participate as often as you can. The funds raised through these
wonderful outside events help pay the bills at the Love of
Learning Centre.

Can you drop off individually
wrapped candies or cookies
for them?
Contact the Learning Centre
office.
(no nuts please)

Scottish Rite Golf Classic
Valley of Hamilton
Friday June 19, 2020 - Flamborough Hills G.C.C.
$140 per player - Dinner Only $45
See poster attached

Brantford Golf Tournament
Saturday, June 13, 2020 - Greens of Renton Golf Club
$140 per player
See poster attached

The Hamilton Learning Centre has a number of
prospective teachers about to be trained in the
Orton-Gillingham techniques but we need
more! There is also a line-up of young people
who want to learn. It is only a couple of afternoons a week….can you help?

Masonic Beef & Corn Roast
August 26, 2020
Ancaster Agricultural Society Fairgrounds
Adults: $20 Children 12 and under: $10
See poster attached

You can change the life of a
child.
Volunteer staff and volunteer tutors manage the
Learning Centre and work with the children.

A Rose Upon the Altar
Cathedral Players
September 19, 2020 during Supreme Council
Scottish Rite Cathedral
More information to follow.

If you are unable to volunteer your time consider
making a financial contribution. Tax receipts will be
issued for income tax purposes.

It’s A Wonderful Life—The Live Radio Play
Cathedral Players
Scottish Rite Cathedral
Late November/Early December
More information to follow soon
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The Dyslexia Centre operates entirely on donations.
Your continuing support is appreciated.

Phone: 905-228-1236

Website: www.dyslexiacentrehamilton.com
Email: office@dyslexiacentrehamilton.com

Parents: Susan & Mario

September 2019

One year ago we were thrilled to find out that our son was accepted into the Dyslexia Learning Centre. He was entering grade 6 and did not enjoy school. He felt stupid, often came home crying and was reading at a grade 2 level in
grade 5. Our son was being left behind, we felt it, and so did he. He had a wonderful, caring
resource teacher that
referred us to Dr Betty Johnson who tested him for Dyslexia and she recommended that we apply to the Learning Centre.
We were accepted and we started on this wonderful journey of learning and support. During that year, he worked
with Michael, who is now such an important person in our lives. Michael worked patiently with him two times per
week and we quickly started to see our boy grow into a more confident reader and student. His self-esteem has
soared and he is much happier at school and at home. Thanks to the vision of Don Thornton of the Dyslexia Learning
Centre and Michael we have a brighter path!
As he enters grade 7, we know that he will excel and we could not have felt that without the hard
work and dedication from Michael and the team at the Dyslexia Learning Centre. We are forever
grateful for this chance to help our son to reach his full potential and hope that other children will
benefit from this fantastic program as it grows.
From the bottom of our hearts we thank you for what you have done for our son and for our family.

December 8, 2019
there was another
very well-received
comedy performed
by the wonderful
“Cathedral Players”.
This show and
dinner raised $5600
for the Learning
Centre.
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Phone: 905-228-1236

Website: www.dyslexiacentrehamilton.com
Email: office@dyslexiacentrehamilton.com

President's Report
At the Annual General Meeting two new Directors were elected bringing our total number of Directors to seven.
Here is a list of our Board of Directors and their areas of responsibility:
Ian Anderson
Michael Kirk
Mario Kovacevic
Kenneth Laliberte
Thomas Lewis
Don Thornton
David Walden

Secretary
Vice President
Director
Director
Treasurer
President
Director

Chair of Sustainability Committee
Chair of Grants Committee
Chair of Staffing and Promotion Committees
Chair of Fundraising Committee
Chair of Trustees and Finance Committees
Chair of Management Committee
Chair of Premises and Equipment Committee

We continue to seek those who would like to participate in this worthwhile and rewarding experience of helping
those with dyslexia. In particular it would be helpful if we could attract a Psychologist to provide us with insight into
the world of dyslexia from his/her perspective.
The Board is now structured along a more operational basis than it was during the period of formation of the
Learning Centre which will allow it to become more involved in the setting of policy and less in the actual running of
the Centre which falls under the control of the Centre Director who reports to the Board through the Chair of the
Staffing Committee.
We have now completed our first full year of active operations and the Centre has experienced a satisfying period
of growth. There are seven children actively being tutored by four Tutor Trainees with another three applicants to
be trained this winter. Once these people have had their first set of instruction by our Tutor Trainer they will be
assigned a child to commence tutoring which will probably be in March or April.
The Hamilton Wentworth District Board of Education approached us in November to see if there was some way
they could cooperate with us and we are hopeful that this will bring additional teachers to us for training in the
Orton-Gillingham approach to tutoring. This would prove beneficial not only for our Centre but also for the
H.W.D.S.B. in their efforts to teach dyslexic children in their care.

